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government, but Northern Rhodesia, which is nearly double
the size, has remained a part of the Colonial Empire. The
two countries are indeed quite different, and the Northern
territory, which covers an area of 290,000 square miles
stretching from the Zambesi to the Congo, is primarily a
black man's country. The European population is little over
15,000, though there is scope for further settlement, while
the Africans number nearly i\ millions. The capital, origin-
ally at Livingstone on the Zambesi, was later transferred to
the more central site of Lusaka.
There has been a movement for the amalgamation of the
Rhodesias and Nyasaland into a Rhodesian or Central African
Dominion, but the Bledisloe Commission, which reported
in 1939, did not favour amalgamation within any definite
period, though it recommended closer collaboration through
an interterritorial council (now formed) and suggested that
the Home Government might accept the principle that
identity of interests would lead eventually to political unity.
In the meantime, the commission recommended amalgama-
tion of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland, and contemplated
the eventual inclusion within Southern Rhodesia of the
northern portion of Bechuanaland.
In view of our policy of trusteeship, there would be need
for much further advance in the native policy of both
territories before amalgamation could be approved, and the
Report urged the strengthening of native development,
the setting up of Regional Native Councils, the wide
employment of Africans in the public services and their
educational advancement The obnoxious "pass laws"
and other disabilities would also have to disappear in
time, and some practicable way be found for co-operation
between the two races in these great territories. Granted
such a solution a Rhodesian Dominion might yet form
a connecting link between the Union of South Africa